
Why become a locksmith?  
 
Locks are a fact of everyday life. Think how many locks you come in contact with every day. 
Every lock has to be installed, and at times serviced, re-keyed, or replaced. The average pay for 
a locksmith is approximately $40,000 per year according to salary.com, and demand for 
locksmiths is projected to increase at an average rate for at least the next five years.  
 
The expense of buying tools to get started is also low compared to the amount of money to be 
made as an experienced locksmith. Many locksmiths own their own businesses, which gives 
them the freedom to set their own hours. Some work right out of their homes, others work in a 
lock shop. Retail and hardware stores, hotels, industrial plants, home security companies, and 
even auto dealerships and casinos either employ their own locksmiths or keep a locksmith on 
call.  
 
What does it take to become a locksmith?  
 
To become a locksmith does not require an advanced degree, but there is real skill and training 
required. Some states require that locksmiths be licensed. A job as a locksmith requires good 
hand eye coordination, mechanical aptitude, knowledge of specialized tools, and a delicate touch. 
Since locksmiths also work directly with people often in distress, personal skills are also a must.  
 
How do you become a locksmith?  
 
Training literally is the key to become a locksmith. In the past, to become a locksmith required 
taking a correspondence course or becoming an apprentice to an existing locksmith working in a 
lock shop. Today formal courses in locksmithing are available in some colleges and trade 
schools, but what if none of them are near you? Fortunately, courses on how to become a 
locksmith are also available over the internet, along with all the tools required for the job. 


